The propagation of fronts separating stable and unstable states and resulting growth patterns form an interesting class of physical problems [1] . A principal question is a variation of the growth patterns in systems with anisotropy [1 -4] . The anisotropy can be external (liquid/gas front propagating in a Hele-Shaw cell with engraved plates) or intrinsic (gas propagating in a cell filled with liquid crystal, solidification). Systems with intrinsic anisotropy such as liquid crystals are especially important to study the relation between global pattern asymmetry and local (molecular) asynunetry.
In the situations studied (see, e.g. , Refs. [2, 3] ), molecular asymmetry manifested itself in the anisotropy of viscosity, i.e. , as a bulk effect. However, the intrinsic anisotropy can show up also in surface properties. Molecular interactions at the interface between a liquid crystal and an ambient medium establish a definite orientation n0 of the director n. The deviations of n from n0 require some energy; this phenomenon is known as surface anchoring [4] .
We report results of experiments on field-driven firstorder transition in a Sm (b) the ends of the SD are represented by semicircular TDs; and (c) the layer tilt increases as one moves from the edge of the SD to the central vertical plane. These peculiarities allow us to associate the SDs with wellknown oily streaks [5, 7] that have a basic structure represented by Fig. 2(b) . The threshold Uso depends on the cell thickness Usn -~h ; see Fig. 3 . We also inves- In this way a set of exponents u was obtained using the linear least-squares fit and the resulting n = 0.32~0.03 was taken as the average value.
The observed transition has a pronounced first-order character; it is confirmed, e.g. , by a sharp interface between the domain and homeotropic phases (see [8] and discussion below As was shown by Bidaux et al. [11] ,the most suitable geometry of the wall defect is a set of focal conies [4] 
